
 

 

 

 

CONFLICT (Stated as a category and a question) 

man vs. society 

Will Black Beauty ever find liberty and love in a permanent home? 

Exposition: Black Beauty is a foal at Farmer Grey's 

farm. He has a happy, secure childhood in the pasture 
with his mom, Duchess, although he witnesses the 

mistreatment and even death of other horses who 

aren't so lucky. Duchess makes sure Beauty is raised 
with a strong sense of morals, teaching him that horses 

always do their best no matter what. Farmer Grey 

trains Beauty carefully, making sure he's used to the 
bridle, saddle, and any frightening obstacle that might 

get in his way. Farmer Grey sells Black Beauty to 

Squire Gordon, reminding him to always do his best.  
 

Dénouement:, Willie and Farmer 

Thoroughgood rehabilitate him so that 
he can have a chance for a better life. 

Beauty is given good food, love, and 

liberty in a large pasture. When he is 
well, they finally sell him to a nearby 

family. Their groom turns out to be Joe 

Green, one of Birtwick's former stable 
boys. Joe recognizes Beauty. 

 

Conclusion:, The family and Joe love 
Beauty and vow never to sell the horse 

again, guaranteeing him a happy home and 

life for the rest of his days. Beauty dreams 
of his old friends and their days in the 
pasture at Birtwick. 

THEMES 
Freedom vs. Bondage 

True Friendship 

The Importance of Kindness 

The Danger of Ignorance 

Noble Character in Suffering 

 

 

 

BOOK/STORY TITLE: Black Beauty        AUTHOR: Anna Sewell                 POINT OF VIEW: 1st person 

Plot Stage 2/Body Paragraph 2 

Plot Stage 4/Body Paragraph 3 

SETTING: 
Historical Period 

Victorian England, 

1870s 

 

Day/Month/Year: 

 

 

Place: 

London and 

adjacent English 

countryside 

 

Weather:  

 

 

Mood:  
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CHARACTERS 
 

Protagonist: Black Beauty 
 

Antagonist: Ignorant and/or cruel 

men 
 

Others: 

Duchess, Black Beauty’s mother 
Ginger, the horse at Birtwick 

Merrylegs, the pony at Birtwick 

Farmer Grey 

Squire Gordon of Birtwick 

John Manley, groom at Birtwick 

James Howard, Birtwick stable boy  
Joe Green, Birtwick stable boy 

The Earl and Lady of W_____ 

Reuben Smith, groom at Earl’s Hall 
Jerry Barker, London cabbie, wife 

     Polly, children Harry and Dolly 

Captain, Jerry’s Barker’s horse 
Farmer Thoroughgood and Willie 

 

 

Plot Stage 5/Body Paragraph 3 

Plot Stage 3/Body Paragraph 3 

Conflict, Rising Action: The Conflict is introduced: Will 

Beauty’s new home be as loving and free? In the Rising 

Action, at Birtwick, as a carriage and riding horse, he has less 
liberty, but is loved and appreciated by Squire Gordon and wife, 

groom John Manly, and stable boys James Howard and Joe 

Green. Becomes friends with Ginger and Merrylegs. Out of 
ignorance, Joe almost kills Beauty.  Beauty is happy at Birtwick 

but the Gordons have to move, so they sell him. New owners are 

not as kind and careful. Beauty loses more liberty with the 
bearing rein. Alcoholic groom Reuben Smith causes Beauty to 

take a fall that kills Smith and scars Beauty forever. Sold from 

owner to owner, works for hire, pulls carts, and endures cruel and 
ignorant treatment, each time suffering worse health in worse 

jobs with more slave like conditions until he is sold to a kind 
London cabbie, Jerry Barker. Beauty is very happy with the 

Barker family, but Jerry gets sick after a long, freezing shift and 

decides to move to the country for his health. Beauty is sold 
twice more, the 2nd time to a large cab owner who does not look 

out for the welfare of his horses. 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

  

Climax: Overworked with never a day’s rest, 

Beauty becomes weak and worn out until he 

wishes for death to escape his bondage. One 
day he is so overloaded with luggage on the 

cab that he collapses in the street and thinks he 

is dying. But he regains consciousness and is 
given food, rest, and care to get him ready to 

be sold again. At the horse fair, Beauty is 

bought by kind farmer Thoroughgood and his 

grandson Willie. 
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